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Willie Gillis: Food Package

Saturday Evening Post cover, October 4, 1941 ©1941 SEPS: Licensed by Curtis Publishing, Indianapolis, IN.

From his first cover in 1916 to his last in 1963, Norman Rockwell’s work for The Saturday
Evening Post charmed and delighted audiences. Norman Rockwell thought of his illustrated
magazine covers as “independent storytelling pictures.” His favorite kind of work, cover illustra-
tion, offered him the narrative freedom he so enjoyed.

Many of Norman Rockwell’s Saturday Evening Post covers during the 1940s were inspired by
life on the American home front during World War II including the unforgettable Rosie the
Riveter. Among the other memorable images of that era were illustrations of the hapless but
lovable infantryman, Willie Gillis.
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Home for Christmas
McCalls, December 1967, Licensed by Norman Rockwell Licensing, Niles, IL.

“Commonplaces never become tiresome. It is we who become tired when we cease to be curious and appreciative.”
— Norman Rockwell

This very popular illustration, began by Rockwell in the 1950s, was not completed by him until the 1960s. To bring the picture
up to date, he added a 1960s car to each end of Main Street.
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